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IPCC Emphasises Warming Trend
2001

The IPCC's third assessment report  highlights "new and 
stronger evidence that most of the warming observed over the 
last 50 years is attributable to human activities". The science 
suggests it is very likely that the 1990s were the hottest decade 
and 1998 the hottest year since measurements began in 1861. 
Telltale effects of a warming world such as melting glaciers and 
shifting species ranges become more apparent.

Warning of Carbon Dioxide
1957

US oceanographer Roger Revelle warns that humanity is 
conducting a "large-scale geophysical experiment" on the planet 
by releasing greenhouse gases. Colleague David Keeling sets up 
first continuous monitoring of CO2 levels in the atmosphere. 
Keeling soon finds a regular year-on-year rise.

Kyoto Ratified
2004

After the scorching summer of 2003, which broke temperature 
records across Europe and killed thousands, political will for 
emissions cuts warms up. The Russian government grudgingly 
ratifies the Kyoto protocol in November 2004, while seeking 
EU support for Russia's membership in the World Trade 
Organization. The Protocol can now come into force in 
February 2005

Global warming panel meets
1979

Scientists worldwide meet in Geneva to preview possible 
impacts of climate change at the First World Climate 
Conference in February

Greenhouse meeting
1985

In Villach, Austria, researchers from 29 countries spell out a 
scientific consensus on the greenhouse effect — and sound a 
clear warning to policymakers. They declare, "As a result of the 
increasing concentrations of greenhouse gases, it is now 
believed that in the first half of the next century a rise of global 
mean temperature could occur which is greater than any in 
man's history."

First Thoughts of Climate Change
1827

Jean-Baptiste Fourier predicts an atmospheric effect keeping 
the Earth warmer than it would otherwise be. He is the first to 
use a greenhouse analogy.

Role of CO2 Identified
1895

Swedish scientist Svante Arrhenius and an American, P C 
Chamberlain, independently consider the problems that might 
be caused by CO2 building up in the atmosphere. Both 
scientists realise that the burning of fossil fuels could lead to 
global warming, but neither suspects the process might already 
have begun.

Copenhagen Meeting
2009

Climate experts convening in Denmark in March warn that the 
overall prognosis on global warming is worse than previously 
thought. Over 2,000 academics gather at the International 
Scientific Conference on Climate Change in Copenhagen with 
the aim of providing a scientific update to the IPCC's 2007 
assessment. Delegates agree that more stringent and urgent 
action is needed to avoid dangerous climate change, but there 
is a growing fear that the message is simply failing to reach the 
public and policymakers.

First UN Climate Meeting
1972

the first UN environmental conference, held in Stockholm

Hot Summer & Toronto Meeting
1988

As US senators swelter in a record heat wave, NASA 
climatologist James Hansen tells them that the year's global 
temperatures are unprecedented in the instrumental record. 
"There is only a one per cent chance of an accidental warming 
of this magnitude," he claims. "The greenhouse effect has been 
detected, and it is changing our climate now."

First IPCC Report
1990

The IPCC's first assessment report meeting (in NY, USA) 
concludes that unabated human greenhouse emissions are 
certain to cause global warming. The panel also warns that 
'business as usual' will most likely raise average temperatures 
0.3 °C per decade, with 65-centimetre sea-level rises 
swamping coasts and islands by 2100

IPCC Created
1988

In November this year. The UN sets up the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), a massive scientific advisory 
body that replaces the AGGG. Most of the world's climate 
experts will contribute to its twice-a-decade reports on the 
scientific understanding of climate change and its implications. 
Bert Bolin is the first Chairman

Kyoto Conference
1997

Officials arriving in Kyoto, Japan, in December have ten days to 
finalise a binding global climate treaty for the new millennium. 
With the United States refusing to reduce emissions below 
1990 levels and the European Union asking for a 15 per cent 
cut on 1990 levels, another standoff at first looks likely. But a 
visit from US Vice President Al Gore introduces enough 
flexibility to allow a compromise.

EU Hague Meeting
2000

At the conference set to finalise the Kyoto Protocol, the 
European Union and the United States reach a stalemate over 
whether nations should be allowed to offset their emissions 
using, for example, carbon credits from forestry. A last-minute 
compromise agreed between the US and UK is rejected by 
other European countries, and the meeting closes without a 
deal.

Carbon Dioxide under Scrutiny
1996

Global carbon dioxide emissions, which remained relatively flat 
in the early 1990s, have begun to climb again, and scientists 
warn policymakers that more stringent cuts are needed to 
reach the targets set in Rio. Parties to the UNFCCC meet a 
second time in Geneva, where they endorse the new IPCC 
report Kyoto Finalised - without the US

2001

US officials announce in March that the new president, George 
W. Bush, has "no interest" in implementing the Kyoto 
Protocol, which he calls "fatally flawed" in a June speech. The 
treaty demands too little of rapidly developing countries, and 
complying with it would threaten the nation's economy, argues 
the White House.

Rio Earth Summit
1992

Completed in New York in May, the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) commits 
signatories to a long-term goal of stabilizing atmospheric 
greenhouse gases "at a level that would prevent dangerous 
anthropogenic interference with the climate system." 
Agreement ratified in Rio de Janeiro.

Nobel Prize for IPCC & Gore
2007

The IPCC and Al Gore share the year's Nobel Peace Prize for 
"their efforts to build up and disseminate knowledge about 
man-made climate change." The prize follows an Oscar for 
Gore's 2006 climate documentary An Inconvenient Truth and 
adds further gravitas to the Panel's latest and most daunting 
report.

UEA Emails Hacked
2009

The emails between the Climatic Research Unit (CRU) of 
UEA’s Prof. Phil Jones and other senior climate scientists is 
released. Emails suggest that skeptics are supressed and peer-
review processes are questioned.


